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ANNUAL MEETING

HIGHLIGHTS

February

Our Mission: Caring For and Serving Others So All May Share in God’s Love.

Messiah 7 Messenger

2015

Volume 53, Issue 2

At Wednesday and Lenten information
on Page & of this newoletter.

2015-2016 Church Council Officers

Pastor: Christopher Heller

President Ron Kulju— Term: 2015-2016

V. President Jean Paananen—Term: 2015-2017
Secretary Cassandra Osterloh —Term: 2015-2017
Treasurer Rosemary Butler—Term: 2014-2016

Fin. Secretary Barbara Bachechi—Term: 2015-2016

Bldg Maint. Carlo Bachechi—Term: 2014-2016
Member Orman Paananen—Term: 2015-2017
Member Rob Maranville—Term: 2014-2016
Member Tom Reid—Term: 2014-2016
CONGRATULATIONS
AND

THANK YOU TO MEMBERS GOING OFF THE COUNCIL.
DARRON KNIGHT
SuUSAN UTEGG
EDNA JONES.

Minutes and annual reports from the January 25th annual
meeting are available in the church office to all members.
All 2014 reports were approved as well as the 2015
budget.

Excepts from Pastor Heller's Annual Report

“Getting to Know You All Better”

The primary challenge of any new pastor
(besides figuring out where they left their
Book of Concord) is getting to know the
members of the congregation that they
have been called to serve.

I'll be honest, it isn't always easy to remem-
ber everybody's name and who is related to
whom, but I've been blessed to get to know
many of you just a bit in our brief time to-
gether.

I'm hoping that we have more opportunities
to do so moving forward.

To that end, I'm encouraging each of you to
attend a cottage meeting of your
choice held in the fellowship hall in the
coming weeks and months.

I want to hear more about what makes you
passionate about Messiah, and what your
hopes and dreams are for the mission of the
church in the years ahead.

While I may be your pastor, each of you has
a say in what Messiah will become over the
next several years.”
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ELISSA AND PASTOR CHRIS HELLER

WELCOME

INSTALLATION OF PASTOR CHRISTOPHER HELLER ON
SATURDAY, JANUARY 24TH AT 11:00 AM. WITH BISHOP
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Pastor’s Message i
Fo'Lent As We Forgive Those...

A few weeks ago, I noticed an article that a friend a couple years younger than myself posted.
The headline was, "The Most Entitled Generation Isn't Millennials." Being a borderline Millennial myself, I felt a bit
justified by that headline. Not only were Millennials not the most entitled generation, the generation that most
often complains about the "lazy, entitled Millennials," the Baby Boomers, were! I read the article with great
comfort that somebody agrees that I'm not the problem and that somebody else was. Smiling slightly smugly to
myself, I pressed the "share" button and passed the article on to others, so that the grievance of Millennials being
smeared by an older generation could be passed on to others.

A few hours later, though, I looked back on the article and the justification I felt when I read it,
and realized that just maybe I had contributed to part of a larger problem. You see, I might truly feel that
Millennials get a bad rap, and that perhaps Baby Boomers should take more responsibility for how their actions
have affected succeeding generations, but I was feeding into the cycle of resentment that has become a major
industry in our society over the past several years.

Resentment is easy. You take two opposing positions, and you gin up an argument on why one
is maligned and the other is at fault. You see it in all the inconsequential things that make people angry, especially
in our national media. Did you hear that <insert public figure of a specific political persuasion> chose not to meet
with <insert special interest group of opposing political persuasion or sympathetic cause>? What a major snub!
It's offensive! You don't have to watch more than a few hours of cable news (Fox News and MSNBC often referred
to as the main culprits) to catch more than one example of this occurring in a given day. Not only does it push
news, and often a certain narrative, but it also raises mistrust between people of different political, generational,
religious, or ethnic persuasions, depending on the narrative in question.

Not only is resentment used as a major tool in our national media, it's also used by other
groups as fundraising tactics. I can't count the number of emails I've gotten from different special interests groups
bemoaning something that a person or group of opposing viewpoint said or did. And the emailing group can only
respond if I donate five dollars right now! How many of us have clicked on a link on a webpage that has a title
such as, "You Won't Believe What Paris Hilton's Second Cousin Once Removed Has Done Now!" and found that the
article has no real content, just a series of ads, and that your click has only guaranteed a few extra cents in the
bank account of the "content" creator? It feeds into this same resentment culture. Let's be honest. Who doesn't
have a strong distaste for Paris Hilton's second cousin once removed?

Unfortunately, resentment culture isn't just present in our media, it's also present in our homes
and in our church. Sometimes we don't get along well with the people we share seats with in worship. Maybe they
have different ideas of what's best for Messiah. Maybe they've offered opinions that you find naive or offensive. As
it is, there are times that we choose to hold on to that resentment, and use it to pounce on someone we disagree
with, regardless of whether the issue at hand is critical or not. Kind of makes you wonder how others might view
Christianity through these incidents.

During his message at my installation, Bishop Gonia said something that probably indicts a lot
of us here at Messiah, at least occasionally. He said, "It's funny how we can proclaim forgiveness each and every
week in our worship and then be reluctant to forgive one another when we’ve been wronged." I'm guilty as
everybody else in that department, and I think it starts with my urge to put my interests and views above
everybody else's. I'm not saying that there are no causes that are worth standing up for and being passionate
about. I'm not saying that there aren't times where a person is definitely wronged. But maybe if we weren't so
quick to press the "share" button when feeling justified, maybe if we took a step back to look at the whole of a
situation rather than a media driven narrative, we would be able to dial back the resentment found in this world,
and find that what unites us, hope for all creation, is far greater than any grievance that we might encounter.

Peace in Christ,
Pastor Chris
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Lent reminds us that the way to righteousness lies through the desert of confronting our
unrighteousness! Undertaken in humility, our 40-day pilgrimage could take us to that
place where we can be honest about our shortcomings, knowing that our honesty will not
run God off but will be the occasion for God’s continuing affirmation of us as beloved
children.

Originally posted Feb. 23, 2012, at ELCA Southeastern Synod Blog. Republished with permission of the author. Find a link to Julian Gordy’s entry at ELCA South-
eastern Synod Blog at Lutheran Blogs. - See more at: http://www.elca.org/en/Living-Lutheran/Blogs/2013/03/~/link.aspx?
_id=D4D5CC7440FF43D4B10DB5A1AF883666& z=z#sthash.a7ZfnZGO.dpuf

Shrove Tuesday, with a pancake
supper, will be on February 17th
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. provided by
Messiah’s Lutheran Men.

Ash Wednesday on February 18th will
have two worship services, on at 11:00
a.m. and the evening worship at 7:00
p.m. both with communion

Wednesday
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2015 Lenten Worship Services are at 11:00 a .m.
g and 7:00 p.m. with Communion.

g Please stay for the lunch at 11:30 a.m. or come
early to enjoy a warm supper.
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MM@%MMMMMMMWMMX Lenten Service Book

* A Soup and Bread luncheon and supper sign up
sheet will be posted on the bulletin board.
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* The lunch begins at 11:30 a.m. and the supper
at 6:00 p.m. Please join us.
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Lutheran Advocacy Ministry-NM
Bishop's Legislative Luncheon
February 10

The Lutheran Advocacy Ministry-NM Bishop's Legislative Luncheon will be Tuesday,
February 10. Make plans to

attend and be sure to make your reservation

(or a reservation for a group from your congregation!) to attend this annual gathering
which will begin at 12:30 pm at La Fonda in Santa Fe.

Rocky Mountain Synod Bishop Jim Gonia will speak at the luncheon and will also share
a message with us during the Issues Briefing in the morning prior to the lunch-

eon. The day will begin at 9:00 am at Christ Lutheran Church (1701 Arroyo Chamiso)
with registration, fellowship and an opportunity to learn more about the issues for
which Lutheran Advocacy Ministry-NM will be advocating in 2015.

The cost of the luncheon is $30 person ($25 per person when 4 or more people from
a congregation or organization make reservations together). If you are only attending
the morning issues briefing, the cost is $5. Please contact Lutheran Advocacy Ministry
-NM (phone 984-8005 or email info@lutheranadvocacynm.org) to make reserva-
tions or for more details. The deadline for reservations is February 5.


mailto:info@lutheranadvocacynm.org
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PRAYER SHAWLS
Have you heard of Prayer Shawls ?

The shawls are blessed by the congregation and given to a
person who has been hospitalized or had a death of
a close family member.

(Messiah had a member who embroidered blankets for this purpose. We do not
have any more blankets and no one
to do the embroidery.)

Members with the talent of knitting or crocheting are wanted
to get this ministry started. Prayers are stated as these items are made. The whole
congregation prays over the shawl when it is
ready to go to an individual.

This ministry is designed to give love and comfort and
the feel of concern for the individual by
Messiah Lutheran Church.

Please see Pastor Chris if you are interested in

creating guidelines for recipients and/or
making the shawls.

Sbaw
Mwnstvy
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MISSIONS, INVITATIONS AND HAPPENINGS
OF
MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN

Women of the ELCA Purpose Statement

As a community of women created in the image of God,
Called to discipleship in Jesus Christ

And Empowered by the Holy Spirit,

We commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts
support one another in our callings, engage in ministry

and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church,
the society, and the world.

“LOVING—HEART TO HEART”
February 14™ is our meeting with Bible Study by Irene Aldredge.
Devotions and Hostess by Lorraine Davis.
Please come--All are welcome.

BARRELS FOR THE STOREHOUSE

There are two barrels in the Narthex (one for food items and
one for quilts and clothing ) close to the refreshment table.
Please place your donations in the appropriate barrel.
Messiah Lutheran Church Women are now donating peanut
butter and no longer donating childrens underwear.
A major error happened when the barrels were delivered.
The box of supplies for the Homeless was also picked up
and taken to the Storehouse. MLCW regrets this and made
a check for the Homeless committee to replace the supplies.
Any questions please contact Darlene Foster, 298-4653

“Transforming Life and Faith” by Carol Schersten LaHurd Ph.D.
February Making Conversion Last
March Suffering and Endurance
April Inspired by the Risen Lord
May The Church Transforming and Renewing.

In His Service, Missions Growth- Lorraine Davis
Darlene Foster- President Action-Charlotte Moritomo
Irene Aldredge- Secretary Communty-Dotty Dahl
Dotty Dahl-Treasurer Historian-Eloise Kesatie

Prayer Chain-Irene Aldredge
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February 2075 MESSIEH LUTHEREN CHURCH
Fellowship Coffee and Snacks

Snacks for Praise Service

Snacks for Traditional Service

40 Servings 45 Serving
Date Praise Praise Coffee and Traditional Library/
Fellowship Service Snacks to the | Service Snacks Fellowship
Set-up Snacks Fellowship Clean-up
Hall

February 01 | Irene and Jean and Marion and Marion and
Gene Orman Ron Kulju Ron Kulju
Aldredge Paananen

February 08 | Irene and Barbara and | Jean and Ellen Dobson Ellen Dobson
Gene Carlo Orman and Ruby and Ruby
Aldredge Bachechi Paananen Driver Driver

February 15 | Irene and Susan Jean and Debbie and
Gene Utegg Orman Doug Bolling
Aldredge Paananen

5:30 p.m.
February 17 S p [Pancake supper provided by the Men's group
Shrove SHROVE TUESDAY
Tuesday

February 22 | Irene and Pat and Pat and Anna May and | Anna May and
Gene Chuck Chuck Gene Currier Gene Currier
Aldredge Danielson Danielson

Daniel 9:3

“Then I turned to the Lord God, to seek an answer
by prayer and supplication with fasting and
sackcloth and ashes.

Fetruany Ol

February 2015 Flowers

Tnene and Gene sHonedge
Febrwany OF  Eloise Resatie
Februarny 1S5
February 22 Betty Fauge

Please

sign up for flowers

From Sundays and Seasons 2015 by Augsburg
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February

Messiah Messenger

2015

Wowhip Gesistants

Assisting
DATE Minister Greeter Ushers Counters
Jean and
February 01 Gene Aldredge Eloise Orman Gene Aldredge
Reader: Herb Kesatie Paananen
Biermann
February 08 Ron Kulju Hauge Hauge Ron Kulju
Family Family
February 15 Ellen Dobson Pat Raquet Pat and Jim Ellen Dobson
Raquet
Ash Wednesday | Gene Aldredge Gene Irene
February 18 Aldredge Aldredge
February 22 Orman Lorraine Lorraine Davis | Orman Paananen
Paananen Davkis and Charlotte
Moritomo
Altar7Guild

<

Irene Aldredege
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AClPTl.SMS

|
@ // FOR OUR MILITARY

Remember
Our Homebound Members
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CHURCH! COUNCIL

COUNCIL NOTES FOR FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER

* Pastor would like to start “"Cottage Meetings”. 5 or 6 families will meet and host in the Fellowship
Hall.

* Carlo did: thawed pipes, general cleanup.

Messiah Lutheran Church members are invited to review the church council’s meeting information.
The binder is located in the church office. All council meetings are open to members.

LOOSE CHANGE FOR WORLD HUNGER
Average Attendance

November 2014

2,/
Contemporary Worship Average—29 ’ /

Traditional Worship Average—31 ;

December 2014 ?ee_a\ks : /-‘ PR%

Contemporary Worship Average—33
Traditional Worship Average—35 The FIRST Sunday of EVERY month , bring your
Christmas Eve Worship—100 loose change and place in the offering plate. This

is collected and sent in for World Hunger!
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Report of the Treasurer

Financial Report, for the Month Ending December, 2014
Submitted by: Rosemary Butler, Treasurer

BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES:
Savings (Money Market) Account Balance: (After transfer of $13,000): $ $ 17,837.88
BANK ACCOUNT BALANCE $ 19,519.32
) S
Money Market Transfer: 13,000.00
S
NEW PASTOR EXPENSE
(9,865.97) *See below
Balance of MM Funds Trans- S
fer 3,134.03
Less: balance of Funds transferred from MM Account after expenses S (3,134.03)
Subtotal Account Balance S 16,385.29
(Less: Designated Funds Balance) S (2,927.00)
General Funds Balance $ 13,458.29
$25,000.00
$20,000.00
$15,000.00
$10,000.00 M Expenses
W Receipts
$5,000.00
s_
- < > U = B = 5 = 8]
=" 2533283238
=
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REMEMBER THE GIVING TREE GIFTS TO A FAMILY AT
MCCULLUM ELEMENTARY?

HERE ARE THE
CHILDREN’S PICTURES

Isaiah E(.ga.h.

Members of Messiah Lutheran Church,

The Staff of McCollum Elementary thank you for your
generosity. Your contribution to the health and wellbeing of
our students greatly adds to their educational success and
security. We are appreciative of your partnership in the
endeavor to educate our young people.

We wish you all a Happy New Year 2015 .

Most Sincerely,

Carrie McGill, Principal
& Staff

HERE ARE THE
THANK YOU
NOTES. ALL WILL
BE POSTED ON
THE BULLETIN
BOARD

From the Children:

Thank you for the clothes and
Jacket. It is really warm and
really cool. And the shirts I
greatly appreciate. It is so much.
Thank you

From Joseanna

Thank you for all your help.
That was very nice of you.
Thank you for giving us clothes
for my and my brother. When I
saw it, I was really WOWED
and my brother was WOWED
too. And thank you again for
the clothes and beanie. My
brother like it a lot that he
screamed. And I screamed too.
So I like it a lot. Thank you
Sincerely,

Joseanna
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Church Website! is www.messiahabqg.orqg. You may also listen to
Pastor Chris Heller's sermons on the website
You may also reach us on Facebook.

current activities.

The website has up to date information about our church, our synod, and

Sunday, Febrwary (1

Sunday Bible Readings for Febrwary 2015

sk Wednesday, Februarny 18

Deuterenomy 18:15-20
Psalm 111

1 Coninthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28

Sunday, Februuary 08

Jeel 2:1-2,12-17

Psalm 51:1-17

2 Coninthians 5:;206—6:10
Mark 6:1-6,16-21

Sunday, Februuary 22

Jsaiah 40:21-31
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Mark 1:29-39

Sunday, Febrwany 15
Inansfiguration of Our Lond
2 Hings 2:1-12

Psalm 50:1-6

2 Cosinthians 4:3-6

Mark 9:2-9

Genesis 9:8017
Psabm 25:1-10
1 Peter 3:18-22
Marf 1:9-15

Messiah Messenger

is a monthly publication of Messiah
Lutheran Church. The church is
located at 11515 Lomas Blvd. NE,
Albuguergue NM 87112.

Pastor. Rev. Christopher Heller
Email: micpastor@messiahabg.org

Director of Music: Tony Carson
Tony's email:
tony@messiahabg.org

Office Secretary - Shirley Lehde
Hours: -Tues.-Fri..9:00 am-2:00 pm
Shirley’s email:
Shirley@messiahabg.org

Office Phone 505-299-3311

Church Website:
messiahabqg.org

SERVICE
SCHEDULE

February 17th Shrove

Tuesday, Pancake Supper from

5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

February 18th— Ash Wednesday

worship services at 11:00 a.m.
and 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Lenten Worship at
11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Soup and Bread lunch at 11:30

a.m. and supper at 6:00 p.m.
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Education for All Ages

Children’s Sunday School
9:30 a.m.

In the Fellowship Hall:

Education Hour
9:30 a.m. Sunday

Every Sunday Worship
Schedule:

8:30 a.m. Contemporary
Worship with communion

10:30 a.m. Traditional
Worship with communion

Bi6le Studies

Messiah Lutheran Church Women
Bible Study and gathering on the
second Saturday of each month at
9:30 a.m.

‘Theology on Tap” @(
meets the first Tuesday 1\-\?.“\-““‘
every month from 5:30  '(y\\ a(\y
to 7:00 p.m. at Los

Cuates on Menual.

All are welcome!

Thursday Morning Bible Study
meets at 10:00 a.m. in the meeting
room.

If you have a prayer need, please call
the church at 505-299-3311 to be added
to the Messiah Lutheran Church’s
Prayer Chain as we pray in the name of
Jesus.

; sYER CH_ ~NER CH, }
gAYER (ivﬂ}\[¢ E"f'i« Qg.?‘ Qﬁ%u (<. g,
Vrvres o

" > 4, Fory , aner
Py qa® g qans®




SCHEDULE

Messiah

February 18th— Ash
Wednesday worship
services at 11:00 a.m.
and 7:00 p.m.

February 17th Shrove
Tuesday, Pancake Supper from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Lenten Worship at
11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Soup and Bread lunch at 11:30
a.m. and supper at 6:00 p.m.
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Messiah Lutheran Church
11515 Lomas Blvd
Albuquerque, NM 87112
Phone: 505-299-3311
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Worship Times

Contemporary Worship with
communion at 8:30 a.m.

Traditional Worship with
communion at 10:30 a.m.

Our Mission: Caring For and Serving Others So All May Share in God'’s Love.
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